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THE JESTER & PHARLEY PHUND

‘I’m Never Alone
When The Jester
& Pharley Are
With Me’

Whenever I feel like crying,
I smile hard instead!

I turn my sadness upside down
And stand it on its head!©
— The Jester in The Jester Has Lost His Jingle

Who would have thought that after a quarter of
a century, The Jester Has Lost His Jingle would be
more appreciated today than ever?

For 25 years, David Saltzman’s posthumously
published children’s story has boosted the spirits
of families everywhere, including children with
cancer and those coping with loss, illiteracy,
loneliness and more. But helping children —

and adults — find laughter and hope through a
pandemic? That’s a remarkable story.

Isolated kids and adults nationwide have been turning to
David’s whimsical tale of finding laughter inside ourselves to
get through days that have been lonely, sad, upsetting and just
plain confusing. David’s optimism, hope and love of life in the
face of life-threatening illness continue to help families cope
with uncharted territory.
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Pre-K students social distancing at Adventist Health White Memorial Rainbow Center
in East Los Angeles find learning fun with Jester books and dolls during COVID-19.

Winter 2020-2021

re

www.thejester.org

atelleehtating

‘The Jester’s’
3

25"

Anniversaty

TR

Medical professionals report that The Jester book and doll are
especially appreciated by their patients now. One child told us,
“I’m never alone when The Jester & Pharley are with me.”

Notes Dr. Niloufar Tehrani, director of Harbor-UCLA Medical
Center’s Primary Care Clinic in Torrance, CA, “The books

are treasured by our patients and families, many of whom

are either hospitalized for chronic diseases and/or who face a
myriad of socioeconomic challenges, especially during times
of crisis as posed by the current pandemic. The beautiful story
and message from The Jester can greatly encourage a child
who is dealing with a significant illness.”

Adds Harmony Jackson, lead child life specialist at Valley
Presbyterian Hospital in Van Nuys, CA, “Our patients are often
hospitalized for days at a time and endure several procedures,
surgeries and tests. During this time of COVID-19, many of
our young patients are unable to have in-person visits from
their brothers and sisters and friends. Having The Jester book
and doll provides humor, laughter, normalization, increases
patient coping and encourages patients to read. When a school-
age child is admitted to the hospital they will find a Jester
book and Jester & Pharley Doll on their bed.” B



President’s Message

‘ ‘ e never would have guessed it.

We knew that David’s story had been
brightening the days of thousands of
ill children since The Jester Has Lost
His Jingle was published 25 years ago.
But we had no idea how important its
self-empowering message of hope and
laughter would be to families dealing
with this massive pandemic.

Today, The Jester & Pharley are there
for kids who are hospitalized for cancer
treatment and other diseases and injuries
when only one parent can be by their
side. Strict COVID-19 rules mean no
best friend, no sibling.

Today, The Jester & Pharley also are
there for kids isolated in their homes,
away from their schools, their friends,
their playgrounds. They are there for
children who only communicate with
the outside world by computer or cell
phone. They are there for a child crying
alone in their room because they do not
understand why they have to stay home.

Today, The Jester & Pharley also are
there for our staff who are working
remotely from home. They are dedicated
to ensuring that thousands of young
patients nationwide receive Jester

books and dolls when they check into
the hospital. And they keep our virtual
literacy programs humming.

Dr. Waseem Alhushki at Cure 4 the Kids in Las
Vegas gives a Jester book to patient Zariyah W.

The Jester & Pharley and
the COVID-19 Pandemic

By Barbara Saltzman

Together, we are working
to share David’s optimism
with more families facing
difficult circumstances

at home as well as in
hospitals. Requests always
outpace the funds we need
to fulfill them.

Your generous donations
mean that we can give
these children, as Ronald
McDonald House
executive Shannon
Gianola in Portland, OR,
put it, “a small taste of
normalcy in the midst of
difficulty.”

On behalf of all those children — and
families — who’ve had their lives so
disrupted, thank you for giving them
support, encouragement and hope with
The Jester. We could never do any of
this without you.

When our family promised David before
his passing at 22 in 1990 that his Jester
would reach thousands of ill children in
need of joy, we barely realized what that
would entail.

Now, 25 years after David’s story rolled
off the press and into the hands of all
10,000 kids in the U.S. then diagnosed
with cancer, we know how very much
we have to thank you — our many donors
— for your ongoing generosity.

“The message that we all harbor the
potential to rediscover inner joy, no
matter how bleak things may at first
appear, is positive and uplifting,” Dr.
Gerald P. Koocher, Executive Director
of the Linda Pollin Institute of Harvard
Medical School, wrote us before the
book’s release. “I am looking forward
to having this new tool as a means of
offering support, encouragement and
hope to the children and families we
care for.”
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For over two decades, David’s “new
tool” has been brightening the days of
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The Jester & Pharley bring smiles to adults and toddlers at
Adventist Health White Memorial in East Los Angeles.

thousands of ill children and boosting
literacy among thousands of low-income
elementary students.

Whenever there has been a new need
for David’s book — the homeless, the
dispossessed, victims of natural and
man-made disasters — you have been
there to help us get Jester books and
dolls where they are needed most.

‘The message that we all
harbor the potential to
rediscover inner joy is

uplifting.’

— Dr. Gerald P. Koocher
Harvard Medical School

And never in our lifetimes, have we
seen a greater need than what we are
witnessing today. Adults as well as
children need The Jester & Pharley more
than ever. And we pledge to you, that
with your support, we will do all we can
to help. ®

Love,
Lo fara’ dd/éf;‘%
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The Jester's

Alanna, above, at 8 and below, at 6.

Natahe, above, with mom J uhe at 13 and below, at 7.

F or over two decades, we have been hearing from children with cancer who have rediscovered joy with The Jester Has
Lost His Jingle and The Jester & Pharley Doll. Two of those fans first met The Jester & Pharley through donations from
our supporters given to MemorialCare Miller Children’s Hospital Long Beach, CA. We share their stories below.

ALANNA’S STORY

‘A Special Place in Our Hearts’
By Dr. Stephen Watson

The Jester came into our lives during a
time when it seemed we had very little
to smile about. Our 6-year-old daughter
Alanna had made very little progress

in therapy before coming to Miller
Children’s. Her previous medical center
didn’t offer the kmd of intensive therapy she needed.

Yes, there was every indication that our daughter would
survive cancer, but we were facing the very real possibility
that she would never walk straight, never speak clearly and
never eat solid food again. That was the battle we were at
Miller’s to fight — no longer a fight for her life so much as one
to get her body and mind back as much as we could.

We had been watching her body and spirit dwindling for
months. She now had no energy to play, no will to make her
uncooperative body do what she wanted it to do. By coming
to Miller’s for treatment, we very abruptly lost our temporary
home near Alanna’s previous hospital. We had every reason to
be afraid for our future.

The story of The Jester touched us deeply as a reminder that
even in these darkest of times, we need to find reasons to
laugh, to smile, to hope. Stuffed toys can be hard to come by
in a cancer ward, so The Jester & Pharley Doll came to have a
special place in our hearts.

The smile she gave as she held that little doll was a rare gift.

While we have accumulated many other books since then and
crates of stuffed animals, the story of The Jester & Pharley
continues to be one of the first we turn to when things seem
dark. M

Dr. Stephen Watson is a psychologist and board member of the
Teddy Bear Foundation in Santa Barbara, CA.

NATALIE’S STORY
“The Jester Comes Full Circle’
By Julie Martinez

I vividly remember sitting in the Miller
Children’s Hospital playroom in 2014 where
my scared, newly diagnosed 7-year-old
Natalie was given a copy of The Jester Has
Lost His Jingle. Along with the amazing

< book, she was given a little Jester & Pharley
Doll that she clutched while turning the pages.

I was introduced to Joe and Barbara Saltzman, the parents of
David Saltzman, The Jester’s extraordinary author. And they
shared David’s incredible story and battle with cancer with me.

I remember their smiles and upbeat demeanor. At that time,

very early in our journey, I couldn’t grasp how they were even
standing after all they went through, let alone smiling and happy?

Little did T know at that time that I would learn the same lessons
that their wise son David taught them through The Jester — to

try to find happiness in every situation and to live each moment
to its fullest. “This book is about being happy and kind when
everything might be hopeless,” Natalie said recently.

As the days, months and years went on, [ was continually in awe
and inspired at how Natalie, just like The Jester in David’s story,
was able to find happiness and light through all the darkness and
pain she had to endure.

After six-and-a-half years of battling leukemia and a relapse,
Natalie was impatient recently for a joyous event — the removal
of her portacath as she finally reached the end of treatment.

My eyes flooded with tears as Child Life Specialist Rose Mills
came in to ask Natalie if she had a copy of The Jester Has Lost
His Jingle. Natalie and I looked at each other and smiled as I
tearfully told the story to sweet Rose, who agreed that The Jester
had come full circle! l

Julie Martinez is a kindergarten teacher in San Pedro, CA.
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‘The Perfect Book for This Time’

Like dedicated educators across the country, The
Jester & Pharley have Zoomed into virtual education
with gusto. The pandemic rudely shut down The
Phund’s onsite spring 2020 literacy and outreach
programs. But with great enthusiasm, the optimistic
duo joined forces with our staff and board to find
new ways virtually to inspire students to read and
care more than ever.

After an Introductory Assembly, students read as
many pages as possible during a three- to six-week
Jester Read-A-Thon to donate Jester books and dolls
to local hospital patients.

“The Read-A-Thon has been such an exciting event
at our school in years past,” reminisced Fenton
Academies kindergarten teacher Veronica Palazzola
in Sun Valley, CA. “Students look forward to reading
with their families and discovering new books
together! The students at Fenton are thrilled to take
part in our first ever virtual Read-A-Thon.

“The Read-A-Thon comes at a very uncertain

and sometimes unstable time in our families’ and
students’ lives,” Palazzola added. “We look forward
to bringing the Read-A-Thon to our families
virtually to be able to give them an opportunity to
spend some quality time together. We hope that

Fenton students in Sun Valley, CA, love reading The Jester Has
Lost His Jingle along with lots of additional books to donate
David Saltzman’s uplifting story to young hospital patients.

this emphasis on literacy and the aspect of friendly
competition will bring our students some positivity
and excitement. Although we aren’t together as a
school in person, our school community and culture
will continue to thrive as we take part in this shared
virtual Read-A-Thon experience!”

The Phund’s virtual literacy programs are available
to elementary schools and community organizations
across the country. Please call 310-544-4733 for
more information or email Executive Director Amy
Hastings (Amy @thejester.org). M

Vermont Elementary students
enthusiastically wave Pharleys
they made at a Reading Makes A
Difference program sponsored by
USC Good Neighbors.

As soon as COVID-19 shuttered schools and kids began studying at home, educators nationwide took
The Jester online. Here is a sampling of their Zoom readings:

3 € € WhenIwasa child, my grandmother read
Ay — this wonderful book to me when I would
3 i go visit her. I asked for it to be read over
and over. It’s one of my personal favorites,
with a beautiful message of hope and joy.
I hope that it helps more children find joy
during these difficult days. 9 9

— Michaela George, Graduate Student, Children’s
Literature Centre at Frostburg State University, MD

X thought that The Jester Has Lost His
B - Jingle wou}d be the perfect message to
~  share — letting students know that it’s OK
~_ to ‘find what’s hiding inside of them’ and
let out a smile or laugh. 9 9

—Steve Muise, Orchestra Teacher, Mt. Blue Middle
School, Farmington, ME

€ 6 The Jester is the perfect book for this
— time. It is a story that has touched my
'Oi heart for many, many years and one that I
~_ can’t wait to share with the students and
families at Fairmont Charter. 9 9

— Greg Moffitt, Principal, Fairmont Charter
Elementary, Vacaville, CA

_J Charles City Schools Superintendent
" David Gaston read The Jester to students

_ just beginning to shelter at home. The

™~ Richmond Times-Dispatch featured his
reading on Page 1.

— David Gaston, Superintendent
Charles City Schools, Richmond, VA
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52,431,746
pages read by students to
provide Jester books &
dolls to ill children

David Saltzman’s The Jester Has Lost His Jingle

has been making a big difference in thousands of lives for

367

214,173

Jester books & dolls
donated to hospitals
and schools nationwide

174,016
students participating in
Jester Read-A-Thons to
benefit ill children

hospitals receiving
Jester books & dolls
nationwide

336

school programs
conducted across
the country
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just before sheltering at home took effect. Several generations
of former and current students traded memories as they posed
for a memorable photo with their professor, center. Proceeds
resulted in 2,165 Jester books
and 240 Jester & Pharley Dolls

donated to hospitalized children.

One of many ill children
happily receiving a Jester
book and a Jester & Pharley
Doll from Joe Saltzman’s
birthday fundraiser.




Your Donation at Work

$20

GIVES
2

hos Jm.bod.t.zed
children a

‘Jester’ boo_k‘

$100

SUPPORTS

students
i a ‘Jester’
Literacy program

$1,000

GIFTS

“Jester’ boolks
& 30 dolls to a
hospital via our

Literacy program

Special Offer Easy Ways to Give

Breaking Great

| Give a unique gift
to a special some-
one. Acclaimed
actor Dean Norris,
aka Hank from the
Emmy-winning TV
series “Breaking
Bad,” will create a
personalized keep-
sake video message for you to gift.

Actor Dean Norris

Norris’creative message is yours to
give with a $250 special donation to
The Jester & Pharley Phund. The video
will provide a great way to celebrate
the holidays, a birthday, graduation,
anniversary or other special occasion
and help kids with cancer.

For details, call 310-544-4733 or visit
www.thejester.org/donate/norris

$60

G IVES

kospt.kad.z.z.ed

children a

‘Jester’ boolk
doll

$250

BRINGS
2

‘Jester’ books
te a kosloi,(:ol

'$5,000
BRINGS
a complete
Literacy program

to a low-income
school

amazon

Shop ’n’ Give 20N -1
When you join AmazonSmile and
select The Jester & Pharley Phund

as your charity of choice, Amazon
will donate 0.5% of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to The Jester
& Pharley Phund.

Just click:
smile.amazon.com/ch/95-4785834

Match Up! S+8= .

Many employers will match charitable
contributions made by their employ-
ees. Check with your company’s HR
department for forms needed to double
your impact when you donate to The
Jester & Pharley Phund.

Our Mission

To empower ill and economically
disadvantaged children facing
serious challenges by sharing the
universal messages of hope, joy
and resilience with Jester book and
doll donations to hospitals and
with literacy programs inspired by
The Jester Has Lost His Jingle.

BOARD OF
GOVERNORS

_Officers
Barbara Saltzman, President

Joe Saltzman, Vice President

Amy Forte, Vice President

Allan C. Jones, D.D.S., Vice President
Liz Mitchell, Secretary

James Vasquez, Treasurer

Members
Craig R. Fox
Mandaar Gokhale, M.D.
Mauricio Heilbron, M.D.
Beth Kleid
David Odaka
Jennifer Glimpse Saltzman
Michael Saltzman
Mark Wiedenmann
Deborah Zwelling

TO CONTACT US

The Jester & Pharley Phund
P.O. Box 817

Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
800-9-JESTER < 310-544-4733

www.thejester.org
Email: Amy@thejester.org

The Jester & Pharley Phund is a non-
profit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.
Federal Tax ID #95-4785834.

Your tax-deductible donation supports
our programs benefiting ill and special-
needs children and literacy.

FOLLOW US ON

— B @



