
‘Finding Our Jingle Together’
Three Decades Sharing Hope and Laughter

Beth Elliott was 18 in 2011 when
she met The Jester & Pharley, and 
they’ve been a big part of her life 
ever since.
“When I was a teenager in treatment 
at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, I was given The Jester 
Has Lost His Jingle,” she told Jester 
& Pharley Phund fans celebrating 
the book’s 30th anniversary on Oct. 
12, 2025, at the USC Hotel in Los 
Angeles.
“I had just been diagnosed with a 
brain tumor and, much like the little 
girl in the story, I was having a hard 
time finding laughter in my own 
world,” Beth said. “But through 
this book and its message of hope, 
humor and community, I learned 
something that changed me: that 
even when we lose our jingle, it 
can always be found again – often 
through the people who refuse to let 
us forget it exists.”
Since the book’s release in 
1995, Beth is one of thousands 
of young cancer patients across 
the country who have received 
The Jester book and doll thanks 
to the kindness of individuals, 
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community organizations and foundations. 
Jester publisher and Phund founder Barbara 
Saltzman never knows who the recipients are 
unless they contact her.
“I wrote a thank-you note to Barbara back 
then, never imagining that it would be the 
start of a friendship that would continue for 
the past 14 years,” Beth revealed. “Through 
all of life’s changes, we’ve stayed connected, 
which is proof that the power of kindness, 
even shared across a single letter, can create 
something lasting.

At St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital for treatment 
of a brain tumor, Beth Elliott at 18 rediscovers her 
smile with The Jester Has Lost His Jingle. 

It took less less 
than a minute 
for Barbara
Saltzman to 
say ‘Yes’ to 
a big Jester 
& Pharley 
fundraiser celebrating 
The Jester Has Lost His Jingle’s 
30th birthday. But The Jester’s 
Mom hesitated adding her 85th 
birthday into the mix. “OK, OK if 
there’s no cake with 85 candles,” 
she said. “Maybe just little 
cupcakes?”
The spirited event at the USC 
Hotel in Los Angeles introduced 
the 30th anniversary printing of 
30,000 copies of The Jester and 
featured inspiring speeches from 
Bakersfield, CA, RN Beth Elliott 
and Jennifer Miller, Director of 
Instruction for the Sun Valley, CA, 
Fenton Charter Public Schools. 
Capping the celebration, an 
emotional 38-minute documentary 
by Michael Saltzman, author 
David Saltzman’s writer-producer 
brother, poignantly revealed how 
Barbara took David’s story from 
the drawing board to press and 
from press to charitable programs 
helping children with cancer and 
celebrating literacy.  

Anniversary
30th

Continued on Page 2

Beth enjoys 
giving Jester 
books donated 
in her honor 
to children 
staying at 
a Ronald 
McDonald 
House in 
2011.
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David, 8, in the playroom at Miller Children’s 
Hospital Long Beach CA,  finds lots to smile 
about with The Jester & Pharley book and doll.
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President’s Message
By Barbara Saltzman

Barbara and David at Yale 
University in 1988.

A Son’s Light, 
Still Shining Brightly

The question is: Where do you start? 
When our youngest son David died of cancer at 22 in 1990, I 
determined that his universal, whimsical, inspiring story would not 
die with him. But I had no idea how to get his book between two 
covers, onto store bookshelves, into the hands of ill children and 
every other child who ever felt sad or lonely.
Being in the USC Hotel ballroom 
in October celebrating The 
Jester book’s 30th anniversary, 
surrounded by numerous fans, 
friends and relatives, watching 
David’s older brother Michael’s 
brilliantly incisive documentary 
brought back every moment of 
the last three decades.
I had been working for over 
20 years as an editor at the Los 
Angeles Times. But after David’s 
passing, at night, on weekends 
and in off-hours, I became a 
reporter again. I had to know how children’s books were made, 
produced and marketed. It took five years before we could take the 
plunge via a second mortgage. But I never looked back.
In his insightful speech, Michael observed that I was relentless in 

– The Jester to Pharley in The Jester Has Lost His Jingle 

‘It’s up to us to make a difference.
It’s up to us to care.’

my mission to shepherd the book to publication. “She 
did it with the same unflagging energy and determination 
that she brought to everything else in life. And why? 
How? Because she never takes ‘No’ for an answer and 
she never gives up hope – not for herself, not for the 
people around her and not for the children she meets 
in underfunded schools or facing terrible illnesses in 
hospitals.”
It’s true – I am tenacious and I can be very stubborn 
when I truly believe in something. And for 30 years I 
have believed deeply in the power of David’s story to 
inspire hope, resilience and joy in all children. Now 
more than ever, it’s vital to introduce The Jester Has 
Lost His Jingle to a new generation, just as nurse Beth 
Elliott and educator Jennifer Miller related and as our 
new board members Zachary and Brittany Kravat are 
doing (see Page 8). 
My journey publishing David’s book and the opportunity 
I’ve had to witness its powerful impact on thousands of 
children and families through the last three decades only 
confirms the book’s fundamental truth – it IS up to us 
to make a difference and up to us to care. Thank you for 
joining me on that mission. Let’s keep at it.   

‘Finding Our Jingle Together’

In 2015, Beth Elliott reads The Jester to young hospital patients.

Barbara thanks son Michael for his 
moving documentary and speech at 
The Jester anniversary celebration 
also honoring her.

In April 1995, Barbara signs off a completed page form while on 
press with The Jester Has Lost His Jingle in Hong Kong.

Beth Elliott inspires audience at 
The Jester anniversary celebration.

“Now, as a pediatric nurse 
practitioner and nurse 
educator, I carry that lesson 
into every patient room and 
every classroom. Illness, fear 
and uncertainty can make the 
world feel quiet and colorless,” 
Beth said. “But community – 
whether it’s a smile from a nice 
professor, a nurse’s gentle 
reassurance or a story that 
makes us laugh again – that’s 
where the healing really begins. Because healing isn’t only 
about medicine or milestones, it’s about remembering that we 
belong to one another. It’s about finding our jingle – together. 
Through the people who show up, sit beside us and remind us 
there’s still light, still laughter, still life to be lived, like The 
Jester does. “Thank you all for keeping the laughter alive – 
for every child, every family and every person still searching 
for their jingle.”   



Jennifer Miller reports Fenton 
Charter Public Schools’ reading 
scores continue to rise with The 
Phund’s literacy program.

Fenton students have fun reading in Jester Read-A-Thons so they cań give The Jester Has Lost His Jingle books and Jester & Pharley Dolls to 
children in a local hospital. They also love making Jester hats for the festive Jester Capstone Awards assembly, in 2018.

Fenton Charter students display Jester books, dolls and Jester Jingle 
Awards for reading to cheer up sick kids, in 2025. 

Students explore the bilingual English-Spanish Jester together at 
Fenton Charter Leadership Academy in Sun Valley, CA, in 2020.
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‘The Jester Reminds Us That 
Laughter Feeds the Human Spirit’
We were looking for a service 
learning partner who shared our 
mission of building leaders,” 
Jennifer Miller, Director of 
Instruction for Fenton Charter 
Public Schools, told 30th 
anniversary Jester celebrants. 
“When we discovered The Jester 
& Pharley Phund – an organization 
using literacy to inspire children 
facing illness and hardship – we 
knew we’d found the perfect fit.”
She pointed out that Fenton 
Charter Public Schools in Southern 
California and The Jester team 
“share the same belief – that early literacy changes lives.”  
Jennifer noted that since Fenton schools began their first 
Jester Read-A-Thon in 2016, “our reading scores have grown. 
But just as important, our students have grown in empathy, 
compassion and their desire to serve others.”
For both children and adults, she pointed out, The Jester 
“reminds us that even when the world feels joyless, hope 
can bring back light and color, that laughter feeds the human 
spirit, that courage matters most in the face of sadness, and of 
course that early literacy unlocks opportunity.”
In 24 years, over 196,000 students nationwide have read over 
57 million pages to give Jester books and dolls to kids with 
cancer in their neighborhood. At the same time, they have 
unlocked the secret to early literacy with Jester Read-A-
Thons, continuing to expand their reading skills.  

Anniversary
30th

‘



Ines, 8, finds joy with The Jester Has Lost His Jingle 
at Miller Children’s Hospital Long Beach, CA.
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Twenty-four years ago, a New England circuit court judge 
received The Jester Has Lost His Jingle as a gift when the 
family’s third child was born. “We loved reading the book to 
all three children,” she said.
Over the years, the family confronted various challenges, as 
all families do. They often turned to The Jester to maintain 
their optimism and sense of humor.
“I think we all still carry the lessons of caring for others and 
never losing your ability to ‘jingle’ – no matter what life 
throws at you,” she said. “Certainly, my kids have grown up 
to be kind, thoughtful and positive adults.”
A judicial colleague recently suggested that she might want 
to consider giving books as gifts to families completing 
adoptions in her court. “I couldn’t think of a better gift to give 
families than The Jester book,” she told Barbara Saltzman 
(The Jester’s Mom).
Over the years, in addition to raising the spirits of 
hospitalized children, The Phund has been donating The 
Jester book and doll to many children with special needs – 
including foster children, those helped by first responders, 
in long-term rehabilitation and specialized living situations. 
“We are delighted to also bring The Jester’s joy to families 
adopting children,” Barbara said.
When the first book arrived, Jester jingles did, too.

“I had the most lovely adoption today of a baby girl born last 
spring,” the judge wrote Barbara. “The parents were very 
touched. I shared the story of your son and your dedication to 
spreading the book’s message. The baby is the second child 
adopted by this family and it was so wonderful to be able to 
share the book and doll. The child was very alert and her eyes 
lit up when The Jester’s bells jingled.
“It was a rare joyful moment in our courtroom and I am so 
grateful for not only your donation but also David’s message 
to remember to be positive and to spread joy.”  

Homeward Bound to Spread Joy

The Jester & Pharley are eager to meet a special family who just adopted a 
second child. So, they bravely go through a security check and wind up on 
the judge’s table waiting to see the two  children who will be lifelong play-
mates and with whom they’ll read The Jester Has Lost His Jingle.

Our Patients’ Eyes Light Up’
The Pediatric Unit is delighted to be the recipient of The Jester Has Lost 
His Jingle. Our patients’ eyes light up as they are handed this beautifully 
illustrated story. The uplifting tale is perfect for our kids to read as they 
spend their days in a potentially scary hospital environment. The patients 
and families are touched by this kindness and generosity. Thank you for 
brightening the lives of hospitalized children.
—Gina Sievert, Child Life Specialist 
	 Torrance Memorial Medical Center, Torrance, CA

Some Much-Needed Sunshine, Hope and Comfort’
Thank you for providing some sunshine to our families going through difficult 
medical journeys. The Jester book brings some much-needed sunshine and 
hope to them along with some comfort. Many of them can connect with the 
characters in the book as they themselves are going through a challenging time. 
It reminds them how laughter can help them overcome many of life’s obstacles.
—Megan Renner, Program Manager 
	 Ronald McDonald House Charities, Central Ohio

A Favorite Bedtime Story’
I make sure each family receives a copy 
of The Jester Has Lost His Jingle when 
their child is diagnosed with any type 
of cancer. They always appear happy to 
find out that the book focuses more on 
humor and a positive attitude rather than 
cancer. Over the years, many families 
report back to me that The Jester has 
become a favorite bedtime story because 
of the rhyming nature and bright colors. I hope to continue giving this book out to 
families for many years to come.
—Holly Senn, Child Life Specialist 
	 Inova Children’s Hospital 
	 Falls Church, VA

‘

‘

‘
Families at the Ronald McDonald 
House in Central Ohio discover 
The Jester book and doll help them 
find laughter when it’s most needed.
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Relishing ‘The Powerful Tools of Joy, Hope and Laughter’ 

Two Hawthorne School District elementary 
schools in Southern California got a taste of 
how happy students feel joining Jester Read-
A-Thons to help other children in need of a 
smile.
“I’m so proud of every student participant,” 
said Superintendent Dr. Brian Markarian 
at York Elementary as he handed out 
certificates and prizes of the bilingual 
English-Spanish Jester to the top reader 
in each class. Finalists received “Jester 
Journals” so students could discover their 
creative sparks as Jester author-artist David 
Saltzman did. 
Both York and Ramona Elementary students 
read for three weeks to donate Jester books 
and dolls to children treated at the Venice 
Family Clinic’s Maxine Waters Health 
and Dignity Center on York’s campus. 
Administrators, teachers and parents joined 
in loud applause to celebrate the two 
campuses reading a total of 212,070 pages.
“The Read-A-Thon experience with The 
Jester & Pharley Phund reminds us that joy, 
hope and laughter are powerful tools for 
healing. It was inspiring to see our students 
fully engaged in the Read-A-Thon and to 
witness their celebration of one another 
and their accomplishments during the final 
assembly,” said Dr. Erika Ayala, Hawthorne 
Assistant Superintendent of Educational 
Services, 
In January, six Hawthorne elementary 
schools will jump into the Read-A-Thon 
in the same week to celebrate literacy and 
expand empathy.   

At Ramona Awards, from left: Faye Norman (Venice Family Clinic), Amy 
Hastings (Phund), Principal Marisa Stewart, Literacy Coach Germaine 
Paredes, Barbara Saltzman, Hawthorne schools’ Asst. Supt. Erika Ayala.

At York Awards, from left, Hawthorne School District Superintendent Brian 
Markarian and Faye Norman clap enthusiastically as Principal Abi Morales 
proudly displays Jester Jingle Award Certificate presented by Amy Hastings.

Dr. Markarian awards prize to a York third 
grader as Faye Norman and Principal Morales 
offer congratulations.

A Ramona first grader proudly displays her 
prize, a bilingual English-Spanish Jester. 

Clarissa Marquez beams as Ramona’s  
top reader with 11,576 pages under her 
belt, while her mom Angel Castellón 
wins as the top-reading ESL student.

Dr. Ayala, left, Ramona Principal Stewart give 
Jester Jingle to transitional kindergartner.

All in the Family

Ramona kindergarteners proudly hold prizes as 
top readers in their class.
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DONATIONS 
IN MEMORY OF ...
Harry & Manette Adams
	 Susan Adams & Kent Mason
Jerry Alkoff
	 Rene Alkoff
Valerie Collins Allswang
	 David Allswang
Thomas Anthony
	 Bronwyn Anthony 
Lolly Barbanell
	 Harlan & Laurilyn Barbanell
Soma Golden Behr
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman 
Jay Berman	
	 Irene Berman
Leovigildo Desoloc Bernaldez
	 Maribeth Bacarro
Deborah Blake
	 Stella Lopez
	 David Pruitt
Allan Burns
	 Joan Burns
	 Michael & Jennifer Saltzman
Sam Butterfield & 
Emily Butterfield
	 Fox Butterfield & Elizabeth Mehren
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Denis Casey
	 Claire Burleigh
Ruben Castañeda
	 Carol Buckler & Robert Muffly
Susan Chow Cha & 
Moon Hwa Cha
	 Serena Cha & Stan Kawakami
Hunter Cook
	 Barbara Cook
Bob Courtney
	 Joe  & Barbara Saltzman
Susan Crown
	 Josh Newman & Darcy Lewis
Patrick Dunavan
	 Dr. Claire Panosion
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
George & Mila Jean Ehrlich
	 Matthew Ehrlich
Michael Eisenberg
	 Linda Eisenberg
Arnold Epstein
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Jack Epstein
	 Mike & Amy Forte
	 Paula Herdan
	 Seymour & Bonnie Roberts
	  Joe & Barbara Saltzman
	 Tim & Mary Schaefer
Eugene Fachon
	 Dean & Wendy Fachon
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Neil Fachon
	 Dick, Gail, Kevin and Amy Bean

	 Dean & Wendy Fachon
	 Eugene Fachon
	 Evie Fachon & Alex Stein	
	 Suzanne Fachon-Kalweit 
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman 
	 Maynard Southard
Suzanne Fellenzer
	 Jeff Fellenzer
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
John Fiske
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Helen Fitzgerald
	 Amanda Jordan
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Giovanna Fradkin
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Dave Franco
	 Steve & Natalie Franco
Mike Gavin
	 Patricia Pagendarm
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Betty Ball Grotenhuis
	 Pam Miller
Alice & Barry Hamilton
	 Nikie Hamilton
Mike & Viola Hartunian
	 Patricia & Kari Simonian
Lolita Heilbron
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Hobby Henley
	 David & Ludie Henley
Fred, Robyn & John Herdan 
	 Paula Herdan
Henry & Edith Herschbein
	 Ben & Jennifer Herschbein
Stephen Holland
	 Jim & Nancy Holland
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Scott Hutchinson
	 Mike & Connie Lopez
Angie Irvine
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Bill Korakis
	 Mike & Connie Lopez
Jean & Nes Kusnierz
	 Jennifer Kusnierz Kim
David Lessinger
	 Peggy Lessinger
Little Lady Lori
	 Barbara Meislin
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Joyce Glimpse Madden
	 John & Roxie Helbert
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
	 Michael & Jennifer Saltzman
	 Samantha Saltzman 
	 Sarah Saltzman
Christopher Manheim
	 Steven Peterman	
Thomas Mason
	 Pamela Rering
Dennis & Sharon McDougal
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman	

Jeff Mercer
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Dee Wayne Miller
	 Alice Miller 
Irma Milton
	 Steve & Natalie Franco
	 Amy Hastings
Herb & Adele Meyerson
	 Ben & Jennifer Herschbein
Debbie Moster-Stein
	 Stacy & Harry Stark
Jeffrey Nadybal
	 James & Sarah Griffin
Morris, Esther & David Nemor
	 Jacquie Nemor
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Helen & Eddie Noone
	 Claire Burleigh
	 Steve & Natalie Franco
	 Amy Hastings
Rosie & Jack Norris
	 Nikie Hamilton
Ruth Ono
	 Marshall & Margie Jones
Karen Pines
	 Geoff Cowan & Aileen Adams
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
	 Greg Wolff
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Pordon
	 Simone Monahan
Ryan Joseph Reardon
	 Pamela Liu
Kevin Redden
	 Amy Hastings
	 Lolly Redden
Bob & Shirley Richards
	 Ben & Jennifer Herschbein
Laura & Irving Riegel
	 Seth & Jill Goldstein
	 Ben & Jennifer Herschbein
Stephanie Ritter-Castañeda
	 Laura Castañeda, Art Buckler 
		  & Olivia Buckler
David Saltzman
	 Susan Adams & Kent Mason
	 Bronwyn Anthony 
	 Bert & Jackie Baylin
	 Katy Castagna & Gary Ray
	 Gerry & Anita Fisher
	 Seth & Jill Goldstein
	 Andrea Henry
	 Monte & Wendy Kravat
	 Barbara Meislin
	 Jo Panitch
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Don, Celeste & Kelly Snyder
	 Donna Snyder
Douglas Sperber
	 Seth & Jill Goldstein
	 Ben & Jennifer Herschbein
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Michele Stratton
	 Amy Hastings
Bill Tenenblatt
	 Stacy & Harry Stark
Margie Vandenberg Walstad
	 David Walstad
Robert Weiss
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Jane Zimmerman
	 Michaela McIntyre

DONATIONS 
IN HONOR OF ...
Dr. Edmond Ahdoot, DDS and Staff
	 Stacy & Harry Stark

With Profound Gratitude for 
All Your Support and Generosity

Thank you to the many generous foundations, companies, civic 
groups and individual donors for all your support. You make it 
possible for us to continue helping children in special need of The 
Jester’s optimism, joy, hope and laughter. On this page, we list 
individual donations in honor of and in memory of loved ones. For a 
complete list of donors please visit our website, www.thejester.org. 

Pam Barr
	 Stacy & Harry Stark
Ludrianna Bazile
	 Kathy Dabney
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Barbara Becker
	 Zak Kravat
Mara Ragan Bryant
	 James Ragan
Claire Burleigh
	 Amy Hastings
Miss Colleen Dragovich
	 Stacy & Harry Stark
Jo Fish
	 Amy Hastings
Emma Graham
	 Beth Kleid & Rob Graham
Tyler Graham
	 Beth Kleid & Rob Graham
Dr. Connie Hong
	 Stacy & Harry Stark
Sylvie Drake Jurras
	 Jessica Drake Young &
		  Kenneth Young
Carolyn Keller
	 Amy Hastings
Barbara & 
Rabbi Chanan Klaristenfeld
	 Stacy & Harry Stark
Brittany Kravat
	 Zak Kravat
Wendy Kravat
	 Zak Kravat
Mrs. Pam Kubalik
	 Stacy & Harry Stark  
Monique & Wayne Kwalek
	 Larry & Lynn Schmelzer
Will Lawson
	 Lance Lawson
Ricky Lia
	 Maureen Kelly
Ann Mason
	 Connie Lopez
Barbara Meislin
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Bryan Mingle
	 Cynthia Farah
Floyd Mutert
	 David & Leigh Mutert
David Natharius
	 Joe & Barbara Saltzman
Kip O’Connell
	 Amy Hastings 
Lena Pothier
	 Joe & Barbara Fratamico
Debora Ragan
	 Jim Ragan
Lolly Redden
	 Amy Hastings
Joe & Barbara Saltzman
	 Myron & Rachel Belkind
	 Jeff & Martha Melvoin
	 Barbra Shotel
	 Drs. Ernest & Francille Wilson
Michael & Jennifer Saltzman
	 Jonathan Epstein & Shinji Isozaki	
Andrew Smith
	 Cheri Runbeck Smith
Dr. Hao Wang
	 Stacy & Harry Stark
Calvin Young
	 Kathleen Young
Dr. Susan Yu
	 Stacy & Harry Stark
Dr. Krissy Zalud
	 Evan & Lori Goodman



245,446
Jester books & dolls
donated to hospitals
and schools nationwide
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Bo & Kristine Adams                                     
Susan Aglietti
David Allswang
Bronwyn Anthony
Ernie Arboles & Stephanie Chavez
John & JoAnne Avnet
Myron & Rachel Belkind
Joel Bellman & Hope Singer
Irene Berman
Dan Birman
Curt & Lucy Bormann
Bill & Susan Boyd
Peter & Kari Boyer
Julie Brenner
Hortensia Breton
Scott Brooks 
Art Buckler & Laura Castañeda
Mike & Mary Burke			
Joel & Linda Burke
Fox Butterfield & Elizabeth Mehren
Kathy Campbell
Peter & Rosemary Casey
Dr. John & Mary Castagna
Carolina Castillo 
Megan Chao
Melanie Cherry
David Coddon & Joelyn Brickner 
Jeff Collins & Roxana Kopetman
Joe & Julie Colombero
Barbara Cook
Fred Cook
Karen Corwin 
Dorothy Courtney
Geoffrey Cowan & Aileen Adams
Nicholas Cuccia
Elio & Julie DeSanto
Joe & Judy Domanick
Carolyn Elliott
Barbara Epstein
Chana Epstein
Jonathan Epstein & Shinji Isozaki 
Matty & Katie Epstein 
Mona Epstein
Norm & Sandy Epstein
Dean & Wendy Fachon
Suzanne Fachon-Kalweit
Jeff Fellenzer
Marilyn Finklestein
Robert & Rebecca Fisher
Gerry & Anita Fisher
Karl & Julie Fleer
Rick Forrest & Sherie Stark
Mike & Amy Forte
Alan & Daveen Fox
Craig & Gulden Fox
Joe & Barbara Fratamico
Alan & Susan Friedman		
John Given & Nancy Cotton
Elizabeth Glimpse & Kailey Ann Miller
Susan Goetz
Ellen Good
Joe Gordon & Mark Bauer
Rob Graham & Beth Kleid
Jodi Groff
John Guevara
Marty Haddad
Barry Haggberg & Debbie Zimmerman
Dr. Robert Handin
David & Ludie Henley
Paula Herdan
Jim & Nancy Holland

Tom Hollihan & Patti Riley
Ken Hudnut & Dana Coyle
Annette Insdorf
Henry Jenkins
Mark Johnson & Julie DuBrow
Drs. Adam Jonas & Julie Noble
Drs. Allan Jones & Janice Chou 
Elaine Kaye
Rosanne Keynan
Michael & Cindy Kirshner
Monte & Wendy Kravat
Erin LaCombe
Bob Leach
Jack & Karen Leonard
George Lewis & Judy Muller
Stella Lopez
Susana Luna
Paula Mannion
Chris Mardesich & Eden Kusmiersky
Lee & Linda Margulies
Barbara Marshall
Ralph & Sheri Martinez
Rick & Sharon Mayer
Barbara Meislin
Jeff & Martha Melvoin
Molly Meyer
Liz Mitchell
Ken & Lacy Moes
Simone Monahan
Linda Montgomerie
Ross Mossnick
Don, Sharon & Alyssa Nakamoto
Jacquie Nemor
Jim & Dawn O’Keeffe
Warren Olney & Marsha Temple
Brian & Analisa O’Rullian
Glenn Osaki
Steve Padilla & Pauline Yoshihashi 
Pat Pagendarm
Irvin Paik & Sung Un Paik
Dr. Norman & Robin Panitch
Dr. Claire Panosian
Steven & Susan Peterman
Burt Pines
Jeff & Gina Platt
Jay & Carol Plotkin
Karen Poskus
Pam Praeger
David Pruitt
David & Marsha Rabinovitch
Gary Ray & Katy Castagna
Lisa Cleri Reale
Ryan & Heather Rivera
Nancy Rossi

Jason Rush
Maki Saito
Bob Sakaniwa & April Osajima
Michael & Jennifer Saltzman
Samantha Saltzman	
Sarah Saltzman
Harvey & Marilyn Lee Schneider
Paul & Sherry Schneider
Stacy Scholder
Willa Seidenberg
Tom & Linda Seidman
Arnold Shapiro & Karen MacKain 
David & Jo Anna Shear
Barbra Shotel
Pat Simonian
John Sio
Cheri Runbeck Smith
C.P. Smith & Sherry Stern
Deborah Smith
Frank Snepp
Marion So & Annie So
Carole Solis
Harry & Stacy Stark
Wendy Tajima
Nan Tepper
Trevor Tessalone
Jan Thornton
Ken Tucker
Dr. Art & Priscilla Ulene
James Vasquez & Debra Ono  
Paul Vercammen & Lori Streifler 
Yanon Volcani & Rory Devine
Carolyn Waltz
Harvey & Judy Waterman
Linda Whitson
Susan Whoriskey
Mark & Sue Wiedenmann
Dr. Barry & Judith Wolstan
Peter Wong
Wanda Yao
Ashley Zeldin
Qidong Kelly Zhang		
	

By the Numbers

394 school programs
conducted across the 
country

471 hospitals
receiving Jester books 
& dolls nationwide

David Saltzman’s The Jester Has Lost His Jingle 
has been making a big difference in thousands of lives for 

Three Decades

196,499 students
participating in Jester 
Read-A-Thons to benefit 
ill children

57,309,043 pages
read by students to provide 
Jester books & dolls to ill 
children

Jester & Pharley Phund President 
Barbara Saltzman smiles with delight 
as she greets arrivals at The Jester & 
Pharley Phund fundraiser.  “Thank you 
for helping so many children find joy, 
hope, resilience – and especially laughter 
– in their lives,” she told the audience. 

The audience laughs at Barbara’s entertaining speech. 

With Many Thanks
We greatly appreciate the many donations made in honor of Phund 
President Barbara Saltzman’s 85th birthday and The Jester Has Lost His 
Jingle’s 30th anniversary of publication. Thousands of children coping 
with serious illness will benefit from their generosity. 

 A Memorable Celebration
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The Jester & Pharley Phund is 
a non-profit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
organization.  Federal Tax ID #95-
4785834.
Your tax-deductible donation supports 
our programs benefiting ill children 
and literacy.

TO  CONTACT  USTO  CONTACT  US

BOARD OF GOVERNORSBOARD OF GOVERNORS

The Jester & Pharley Phund
P.O. Box 817 
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
310-544-4733
www.thejester.org
Email: Amy@thejester.org

FOLLOW US ON

Officers
Barbara Saltzman, President
Joe Saltzman, Vice President 
Allan C. Jones, D.D.S., Vice President 
Liz Mitchell, Secretary
Amy Forte, Treasurer

Members
	 Ernie Arboles
   Craig R. Fox
   Mandaar Gokhale, M.D.
	 Belma Johnson
	 Divya Joshi, M.D.
   Mauricio Heilbron, Jr., M.D.
   Beth Kleid
	 Brittany Kravat
	 Zachary Kravat
   Jennifer Glimpse Saltzman
   Michael Saltzman
   Mark Wiedenmann 
	 Deborah Zwelling

Introducing a new generation of 
fans to The Jester Has Lost His 
Jingle gives Zachary Kravat and 
Brittany Kravat new ideas daily.  
The two new members of The 
Jester & Pharley Phund Board of 
Governors took on the daunting 
task of raising 
$6,000 to bring 
The Phund’s 
Reading Makes A 
Difference program 
celebrating literacy and 
community service 
to an underserved 
school. 
With that goal accomplished, 
they presented a reading program 

and arts and crafts event at The Nesting Place in Merrick, NY. “We are 
incredibly honored and excited to join The Jester & Pharley Phund’s Board 
of Governors,” Zak said. “For us, this commitment is rooted in personal 
connection and a shared belief in The Phund’s mission.”
Zak’s connection to The Jester Has Lost His Jingle runs in the 
family. He is related to author-artist David Saltzman and has 
cherished The Jester since its publication 30 years ago. As a 
survivor of Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, he is acutely aware of the 
challenges faced by cancer patients and their families. 
For Brittany, a mental health therapist, the book’s themes of 
spreading joy and hope and The Phund’s call to service resonate 
deeply.
“Together, we have been proud to introduce The Jester’s 
powerful message to our own young sons and are dedicated to 
supporting The Phund’s work,” Zak said.
“Our reading and arts and crafts event was made particularly 
special by having kids hold their own Jester & Pharley Dolls 
while we read the book and having them share how they 
could spread laughter like The Jester,” added Brittany. “We 
look forward to working with friends, family and neighbors in 
spreading The Jester’s message of joy and compassion.”  
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Donate!

Zak Kravat and 
sons Jake, left, and 
Justin delight in 
The Jester story, 
much as Zak did in 
4th grade, right.

Zak and Brittany Kravat enjoy sharing The 
Jester book and doll at a special reading 
and arts & crafts event they sponsored.

Paige, 3, hugs her Jester 
& Pharley Doll during the 
Kravats’ reading.

New Board Members Love to Spread 
Laughter With The Jester & Pharley

Anniversary
30th




